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25’0 in Sheffield, 25-7 in Cardiff, and 27-6 in Manchester.
The deaths referred to the principal zymotic diseases in
the twenty-eight towns, which had been 447 and 456 in the
two previous weeks, further rose to 460 last week; they in-
cluded 117 from whooping-cough, 108 from scarlet fever, 100
from measles, 61 from "fever" (principally enteric), 28
from diphtheria, 27 from diarrhoea, and 19 from small-
pox. No death from any of these zymotic diseases
was registered last week in Plymouth, whereas they
caused the highest death-rates in Salford, Preston, Hud-
dersfield, Sheffield, and Sunderland. The highest death-
rates from whooping-cough were recorded in Hudders-
field and Brighton; from scarlet fever in Sheffield,
Leeds, and Salford ; from measles in Salford, Birmingham,
and Oldham; and from "fever" in Cardiff, Blackburn,
Salford, and Preston. The 28 deaths from diphtheria in the
twenty-eight towns included 16 in London and 3 in Hull.
The 19 deaths from small-pox showed an increase of 7 upon
the number in the previous week, and included 6 in Sunder-
land, 5 in London, and 4 both in Liverpool and in Birming-
ham. The number of small-pox patients in the metro-

politan asylum hospitals, which had increased in the three
preceding weeks from 89 to 107, declined to 102 on Saturday
last; only 9 new cases were admitted to these hospitals
during last week, against 15 and 21 in the two previous
weeks. The Highgate Small-pox Hospital contained 11

patients on Saturday last, 2 new cases having been admitted
during the week. The deaths referred to diseases of the
respiratory organs in London, which had been 387 and
379 in the two preceding weeks, rose to 395 last week, but
were 142 below the corrected weekly average. The causes
of 81, or 2’3 per cent., of the deaths in the twenty-eight
towns last week were not certified either by a registered
medical practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of
death were duly certified in Bristol, Norwich, Leeds, and in
seven other smaller towns. The proportions of uncertified
deaths were largest in Birkenhead, Salford, Halifax, and
Hull. 

___

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWN.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been equal to 25 .4 and 22 ’1 per 1000 in the first
two weeks of the year, further declined to 22 ’0 in the week
ending the 19th inst. ; this rate exceeded, however, by 1-3
the mean rate during the same week in the twenty-eight
large English towns. The rates in the Scotch towns ranged
from 15.6 and 18 ’0 in Dundee and Leith, to 25-0 and 25’9
in Paisley and Glasgow. The deaths in the eight towns
included 87 which were referred to the principal zymotic
diseases, against 74 in each of the two preceding weeks;
22 resulted from diphtheria, 22 from whooping-cough, 17
from diarrhoea, 12 from scarlet fever, 8 from measles, 6
from "fever," and not one from small-pox. These 87
deaths were equal to an annual rate of 3’6 per 1000, which
was 0’9 above the mean rate from the same diseases in the
large English towns. The rates from these diseases in
the Scotch towns ranged last week from 0 0 in Perth to
4’1 in Glasgow, 4’6 in Edinburgh, and 4’7 in Aberdeen.
The 22 deaths referred to diphtheria showed a further in-
crease upon recent weekly numbers, and included 8 in
Aberdeen, 8 in Glasgow, and 3 in Edinburgh. The deaths
from whooping-cough, which had been 18 and 13 in the two
previous weeks, rose to 22 last week, of which no fewer than
17 occurred in Glasgow and 4 in Edinburgh. The 17 deaths
attributed to diarrhoea included 6 in Glasgow and 4
both in Edinburgh and Dundee. Of the 12 fatal cases of
scarlet fever, 8 were returned in Glasgow and 4 in Aberdeen;
and 5 of the 8 deaths from measles occurred in Edinburgh.
The 6 deaths referred to "fever’’ included 2 both in Glasgow
and Edinburgh. The deaths attributed to acute diseases of
the respiratory organs in the eight towns, which bad been
145 and 105 in the two previous weeks, further declined to
101 last week, and were no fewer than 58 below the number
in the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 74,
or nearly 14 per cent., of the deaths in the eight towns last
week were not certified. 

___

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been equal tc
28’7 and 27’1 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, further
declined to 26-9 in the week ending the 19th inst. Th(
death-rate during the first three weeks of the curreni
quarter averaged, however, 27’6 per 1000 in the city

against 20-5 in London and 20’3 in Edinburgh. The 180
deaths in Dublin last week showed a further slight decline
from the numbers returned in the two previous weeks, and
included 8 which were referred to " fever " (including
typhus, enteric, and simple continued), 5 to scarlet fever, 3
to whooping-cough, 3 to diarrhoea, and not one either to
small-pox, measles, or diphtheria. Thus 19 deaths re-

sulted from these ptincipal zymotic diseases, against 15 and
22 in the two preceding weeks; they were equal to an
annual rate of 2’8 per 1000, while the rate from the
same diseases was 2’6 in London and 4’9 in Edinburgh.
The fatal cases of scarlet fever in Dublin, which had
been 7 and 11 in the two preceding weeks, declined
to 5 last week; whereas the deaths referred to "fever,"
which had been 3 and 6, further rose to 8, and exceeded
the number returned in any recent week. The 3 deaths
from whooping-cough corresponded with the number in the
previous week. Three deaths were referred to different
forms of violence. The deaths both of infants and of elderly
persons showed a decline from the numbers in the previous
week. The causes of 29, or more than 16 per cent., of
the deaths registered during the week were not certified.

THE SERVICES.

ADMIRALTY.&mdash;The following appointments have been
made :-Surgeons Thomas C. Rowland, Francis J. Lea,
Edward J. Morley, and Joseph H. Whelan, to the Royal
Adelaide, additional for Plymouth Hospital; Surgeon John
P. J. Coolican, to the Dtlke of Wellington ; Surgeon Robert
W. Doyne, to the Cambridge; Surgeon Edgar R. Dimcey,
to the Duncan; Surgeon Denis W. Donovan, to the Impreg-
nable; Surgeon Hamilton Medde, to the Indus; Surgeon
Herbert Canton, to the Lion; Surgeon Percy W. Bassett-
Smith, to the Peinbrole, additional for disposal; Surgeon
H. S. Jackson, to the Diclo, vice Sharples, to the Griffon /
Surgeon J. E. Penn, to the Oravell, vice H. S. Jackson.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;7th Surrey: Julius Caesar, Gent.,

to be Acting Surgeon.-22nd Middlesex (Central London
Rangers): Acting-Surgeon John Robert Kemp, to be Sur.
geon.-12th Middlesex (Civil Service) : Surgeon Henry

. Spencer Smith is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-’ 

Major.-2nd Hampshire: Justyn George Durham Douglas,
Gent., M.D., to be Acting Surgeon.&mdash;1st Volunteer Battalion,
the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) : Surgeon Samuel Wood-
man has resigaed his commission.

Correspondence.
WELLINGTON COLLEGE.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash; Will you allow me to remark, in reference to

Mr. Barford’s communication in your issue of last week,
that in the spring of last year I was consulted by the
Governors of Wellington College in regard to the sanitary
condition of the establishment, and knowing beforehand
Mr. Barford’s opinion as to the unhealthiness of the site of
the College, I paid more than usual attention, in my investi.
gations, to the conditions surrounding this establishment
1 naturally presumed that if the College was situate in an
unhealthy locality, such a circumstance might seriously in-
terfere with the health of the inhabitants, however perfect
the sanitary arangements of the establishment itself might
be. I accordingly made a very careful examination into the
question of the sickness which occurred in the College, and
1 had tabulated the health statistics in the district of
Sandhurst, in which registration district Wellington College
is located, and those of neighbouring districts situated upon
similar geological formation, and I came to the conclusion,
which is borne out by the health statistics, that there is no
healthier district in the kingdom than that in which Wel-
lington College is located. The following figures will suffice to

, show this. Taking the deaths which have occurred in the last
thirteen complete years-from 1870 to 1882-I find that the
average death-rate in Sandhurst district has been 12’77 per

1000, while the zymotic death-rate has been only 1.01 per 1000.


